SOUTH  AMERICA
THE history of South America under the Spanish domi-
nation exhibits, in its early stages, a marked resemblance
to that of Mexico. We have the same excesses on the
part of the conquerors, the same importation of negroes
in order to supply the deficiency of the autochthonous
population, the same organization, and, be it added, the
same subsequent diversity of opinion in regard to the
interpretation of the facts. It is well established that the
Jesuits, at all events in Paraguay, where they set up the
semi-communist organization of the Reductions, ex-
tended their protection to the Guarani Indians, and
definitely founded the civilized Christian communities
of South America. A few of the Viceroys also succeeded
in imparting a certain degree of prosperity to some regions
despite defective administration. It must be inferred
that all was not so ill under the Spanish rule since, at
the time of the wars of independence, the struggle was
carried on by the inhabitants of the country much more
than by the soldiers sent out from Europe. All impartial
historians are in agreement on that point to-day, and
Simon Bolivar himself confesses in his private letters that
he had all his work cut out when, for propaganda pur-
poses, he set about disguising an immense civil war as
a war against a foreign invader. During the whole time
the conflict was in progress, Spain did not send over
more than fifteen thousand men to America. It follows
then that to sustain the conflict a large proportion of the